
You have been awarded a prestigious Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellowship by the European 
Commission, which you will partly pursue at the European University Viadrina - congratulations!  
 
 
1. Tell us about yourself! 
My name is Raffaella De Marco, I am 30 years old, and I was born in Italy, where I also did my academic 
studies, graduating in Building Engineering and Architecture at the University of Pavia, in northern Italy. I 
always had a great passion for art, drawing, architecture, travelling and discovering new cultural realities, 
which has given me a challenging mind and great curiosity in different contexts and collaborative groups. 
 

 
 
2. What has your academic work involved thus far? 
Since the development of my master’s thesis, I focused on the specific field of digital representation and 
documentation applied to architecture. The Drawing, thanks to the scientific advance of digital tools, has 
become for me a discovery of how the Science of Representation can be declined to an info-graphic method 
for the analysis, elaboration and advancement of knowledge related not only to architecture and engineering 
but also to several social-science areas of Cultural Heritage.  
Within my doctoral programme, carried out from 2016 to 2020 at the University of Pavia, I had the 
opportunity to investigate the use of 2D drawings and 3D “reality-based” models, developed from a reliable 
analysis and representation approach to Cultural Heritage, and to investigate the opportunities to create 
logical and technical connections between visual data and information. It is in this way that Cultural Heritage 
studies can find an application within analysis and conservation tools, developing “digital replicas” that can 
support management and valorisation actions in contemporary policy and preservation practices. 
 
 
3. What will you be doing within your Marie Skłodowska-Curie project? 
The Marie Skłodowska-Curie Post-doctoral Fellowship project "MOEBHIOS", funded in the last call of 2021, 
represents a great opportunity for me to work and challenge my research profile, for both scientific and 
professional growth that will be made possible by the joint collaboration with the partner universities, 
including the European University Viadrina, thanks to the support granted by the European Commission. 
The project "MOEBHIOS - Multi-attribute values' OntologiEs to improve Built Heritage InformatiOn 
assessment in cluStered territories" will start in October 2022 and will focus on the study of the minor 
architectural Cultural Heritage of Palestine, in the Middle East.  
The programme represents one of the highest funding opportunities for young post-doctoral researchers in 
Europe and it will involve research activities at Al-Quds University in Jerusalem, with exchanges at the 
European University Viadrina in Frankfurt Oder, and at the University of Pavia. I will study the minor 
architectural heritage between Bethlehem and Hebron to understand an advanced digital mapping protocol 



for the architectural, archaeological, social and economic parameterisation and valorisation of Palestinian 
sites, according to European strategies for the protection and promotion of Cultural Heritage.  
My role will be as Principal Investigator of the research and university cooperation activities between the 
academies involved, supervised by Prof. Sandro Parrinello (University of Pavia, Italy), Prof. Dr. Yara Saifi and 
Osama Hamdan (Al-Quds University, Palestine) and PD Dr. Izabella Parowicz (European University Viadrina, 
Germany). The project, for a total amount of € 277,535.04, will finance 3 years of activities and events on the 
experimentation of interdisciplinary approaches for the valorisation of Cultural Heritage, combined with the 
digitisation and geo-mapping of sites, for the reapplication of knowledge in the field of Cultural Heritage and 
Territorial Engineering. 
 
 
4. How did you come up with the idea of partially carrying out your project at the European University 
Viadrina and did you already have contact with our university? 
My contact with the European University Viadrina started in 2019. Thanks to the ongoing experience by the 
Chair for Strategies on European Cultural Heritage on the topic of economic and marketing strategies for the 
conservation of Cultural Heritage, I came into contact with PD Dr. Izabella Parowicz, and benefited from the 
support of the European University Viadrina with a VIP Fellowship 2019 in the Viadrina International Program 
- for Graduates through the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD - German Federal Foreign Office 
funding). This was a crucial opportunity to understand the prospects for connection between socio-economic 
sciences and my education in architecture, and to suggest to me how much the transversality between the 
two fields can be strengthened and advanced by digital representation tools. 
Meanwhile, I had already been involved in research missions to architectural sites in Palestine since 2015, 
which have provided me with a unique example of how the advancement of multi-disciplinary 
documentation tools, intertwined between architecture, economics, society, and culture, is central to the 
policy of safeguarding and enhancing local Cultural Heritage.  
Palestinian Territories are a case of excellence for the type of “clustered territories”, affected by multiple and 
intense historical and cultural influences, and involved in unpredictable dynamics of tangible heritage 
conservation as a sign of local identity and memory. A case that is similarly found in many other contexts not 
only in the Middle East but also in Europe, such as Cyprus, Georgia, and Ukraine. 
 
 
5. What are your expectations from your scientific cooperation with PD Dr. Izabella Parowicz? 
Understanding the values’ systems acting on these monumental sites seemed crucial to me, and the dialogue 
with PD Dr. Izabella Parowicz allowed me, thanks to her experience and advice, to include a people-based 
approach plan for community-mapping activities in relation to Cultural Heritage and monumental sites in 
Palestine.  
With the great pleasure of her involvement in the project, I will be able to plan exchange periods during the 
next 3 years (2022-2025) at the European University Viadrina under her supervision, which will be crucial for 
my training in developing creative skills for social-economic analysis of Cultural Heritage values, based on the 
learning of mechanisms of social-marketing survey and valorisation.  
I completely rely on the great support and involvement of PD Dr. Izabella Parowicz towards this huge 
interdisciplinary research challenge between social sciences, economics, and the architectural field, within 
the framework of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie European programme. In this regard, PD Dr. Izabella 
Parowicz's previous experience as a two-time winner of the Marie Skłodowska-Curie postdoctoral 
programme is a guide for me in the advancement and creative development of individual research, and a 
very close reference of gender balance and women leadership in Cultural Heritage studies. 


