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Aim

The workshop aims at discussing the complex
question of correlation between linguistic
change and the feeling of belonging to a 
particular group in a transdisciplinary way. 
The Greek minority of Georgia is an ideal 
starting point: This Greek population
expresses a similar sense of belonging but 
there are two subgroups that diverge in terms
of their language use ( Urum, a Turkic
language, vs. Pontic Greek, mutually
incomprehensible). Furthermore, in the
Southern Caucasus and beyond these two
language varieties are perceived to
prototypically „stand for“ different religious
affiliations, namely Islam and Orthodox 
Christianity.

There are (at least) two questions to be 
answered regarding this community. One 
concerns the processes of language contact 
and language change in the different migratory 
spaces in Georgia and Greece. The other 
concerns the identity-forming factors and 
boundaries that are made relevant by the 
speakers, as well as their language use and 
migratory processes. Both questions are 
closely related – even though they haven’t 
been addressed in such a related way in 
traditional forms of linguistics – and it is 
arguably impossible to fully answer one 
without an understanding of the other.

Some of the researchers participating in this 
workshop are currently intensively working 
with this community in the project “The impact 
of current transformational processes on 
language and ethnic identity: Urum and Pontic 
Greeks in Georgia” (funded by the 
VolkswagenStiftung). In order to broaden and 
deepen the discussion scholars from related 
fields will share their research and join the 
discussion. Together we will come to a better 
understanding of how the (re)drawing of 
communal boundaries is expressed 
linguistically and leads to new social realities.

Map

Venue: Collegium Polonicum, ul. Kosciuszki 1,
Słubice (8)
Accomodation: Studentenkampus, ul. Pilsudskiego 13 -
15, Słubice (10)

 

Internet

http://tinyurl.com/n5jqqrc



Monday, 01.09.2014

08:30-09:45 Registration 

Breakfast (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum)

09:45-10:15 Konstanze Jungbluth (Frankfurt/Oder): Welcoming speech
(Kleine Aula, Collegium Polonicum)

10:15-11:00 Nika Loladze (Tbilisi): Georgian Greeks –
Chronicle of a migration foretold

Greeks in Georgia: The linguistic profile

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-12:15 Stavros Skopeteas (Bielefeld), Evgenia Kotanidis & Vio leta
Moisidi (Tbilisi): Dynamic lexicon: From individuals  to 
communities

12:15-13:00 Stefanie Böhm (Bielefeld): Differential object marki ng in 
Standard Turkish and Urum

13:00-14:30 Lunch break (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum )

14:30-15:15 Rusudan Asatiani & Svetlana Berikashvili (Tbilisi): 
Morphological integration of Russian and Turkish nouns in 
Pontic Greek and in Georgian

15:15-16:00 Marika Jikia & Nutsa Tsereteli (Tbilisi): Morphological  
integration of transfers from foreign languages in Caucasian 
Urum

16:00-16:30 Coffee break 

16:30-17:15 Johanna Neugebauer (Bielefeld): Possessive construct ions 
in Urum language – a field experiment

17:15-18:00 Discussion 

19:00 Riverside barbecue (on the terrace of the Gräfin-Do enhoff
Building)

Tuesday, 02.09.2014

08:00-09:30 Breakfast (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum)

Greeks in Georgia: The socio (-linguistic) profile (Kl eine Aula, Collegium 
Polonicum)  

09:30-10:15 Natia Jalabadze & Lia Melikishvili (Tbilisi State Unive rsity & 
Georgian National Academy of Sciences): Maintaining  ethnic 
identity – Greeks in Tsalka district  

10:15-11:00 Zaal Kikvidze (Kutaisi): The sociolinguistic profile o f Kvemo
Kartli, Georgia: Dimensions and formulas 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

“Greek” speaking “diasporas”

11:30-12:15 Dionysios Zoumpalidis (Cyprus): We and they: Inter- an d intra-
communal ethno-linguistic borders. The case of Pont ic Greeks 
in Cyprus 

12:30-15:00 Lunch break (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum ) and 
visit of the Dalí-exhibition in the Museum Junge Kun st

15:00-15:45 Ioanna Sitaridou (Cambridge/Queen’s College): Romeyka in 
Anatolia: Continuity, contact and change 

15:45-16:15 Coffee break 

16:15-17:00 Laurentia Schreiber (Berlin):  Language, Politics an d Identity: A 
view from Muslim Pontic Greek in Turkey 

17:00-18:00 Discussion 

19:00 Conference Dinner (Douane, Słubice)

Wednesday, 03.09.2014

08:00-09:00 Breakfast (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum)

Borders and ethnic identities (Kleine Aula, Collegium Polonicum)  

09:30-10:15 Wolfgang Kesselheim (Zürich): The construction of bo rders 
and ethnic identities in everyday interaction: a co nversation 
analytical perspective 

10:15-11:00 Eleni Sideri (Thessaloniki): Borders as tidemarks in  the case 
of the Urumebi of Tsalka: Language, identity and pla ce 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-12:15 Concha Höfler (Frankfurt/Oder): Who’s in, who’s out ? Space 
and boundary making in rural Georgian Greek communi ties 

12:15- 13:00 Ekaterine Kartvelishvili (Tbilisi State University): W hat does 
“homeland” mean? Sense of belonging among the second 
generation of Georgian Greek immigrants to Greece 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break (Europa Restaurant, Collegium Polonicum )

14:30-15:15 Konstanze Jungbluth (Frankfurt/Oder): Conference wra p up: 
Language change embedded in the social context  

15:15-16:00 Final discussion

16:40 Excursion to Lebus in the Oderbruch
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