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THE LENINIST PHENOMENON

THE LENINIST RESPONSE

In both liberal and Leninist regimes (in contrast to peasant-
status socleties), social action is primarily oriented to imper-
sonal norms.! What is particular about Leninist regimes is that
impersonality is not expressed in procedural values and rules
(i.e., due process), but rather in the charismatic impersonality
of the party organization. The novelty of Leninism as an orga-
nization is its substitution of charismatic impersonality for the
procedural impersonality dominant in the West.

The concept of charismatic impersonality is not readily di-
gested, because it seems to be a contradiction in terms. The
reaction to it is likely to be simple rejection, or a redefinition in
terms that are more familiar, such as the routinization of cha-
risma. But routinization is not what I am talking about. My
focus (at least at this point} is on the unit designated as having
extraordinary powers and being “worthy” of loyalty and sacri-
fice. In Leninism, that unit is THE Party.

As a means of demonstrating that the Leninist party is novel

This essay originally appeared in 1978 in The Leninist Response to National
Dependency, Institute of International Studies Research Series, no. 37 (Berke-
ley: Institute of International Studies, University of Californta, 1978). It is
reprinted here in slightly edited form. )

1. This does not mean that Jiberal and Leninist regimes are the only
conceivable means of establishing impersonal norms as authoritative action
referents and detérminants. However, I am impressed by the lack of success
most other types of regimes in peasant societies have had in attempting to
create 2 nationally effective set of institutions based on impersonal norms, To
argue that Leninist regimes have been successful in this direction is not to
argue that all spheres of social life are influenced to the same extent by these
norms, that informal behavior based on personalistic norms does not exist, or
that the definition and efficacy of such norms is not subject to developmental
considerations.
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