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In no one's time. Event and politics in Deleuze and Badiou

In post-Marxist theory we encounter two extreme ontologies of infinite multiplicity, both of
which are of impressive anti-phenomenological rigor but hold wholly contrary views of
Being, time and event. Few other theories in continental philosophy stand in a more
confrontational relationship around a set of common questions than Gilles Deleuze's and
Alain Badiou's theories of infinite multiplicity. In attempting to disentangle causality models
from mechanical or totalizing schemes of determination and foundation, both authors end up
with divergent concepts of difference and time, in which the event is conceived one time
univocal, the other time equivocal, one time immanent, the other time transcendent, one time
ontological, the other time metaontological. This dispute about the eventfulness of the event
will be traced back to different understandings of political intervention in Badiou's minimal
Marxism and Deleuze's apocalyptic theory of individuation.
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